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The Congresswoman discusses
D.C. Voting Rights bill with Sen.
Joe Lieberman, Senate sponsor.

Ambitious Goals for 108th Congress to Match 
Big Victories in 107th (see p. 3)

How Norton Does it in Congress 

Urgent Town Meeting
To Decide Next Steps

on Voting Rights! 
Tuesday, March 4th 

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 
9th & G Streets, NW 

✔ Hear Challenges
◆ Confronting National and Local Challenges

to Achieving D.C. Voting Rights

◆ Assuring a Firm Legal Foundation

✔ Get Answers
▲ Mayor Anthony Williams—What the City Can

do to Promote Voting Rights

▲ Wade Henderson, Exec. Dir., Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights—What National
Allies Can do to Promote Voting Rights

▲ Ilir Zherka, Executive Director, D.C. Vote—
What Residents Can do to Achieve Their
Voting Rights

▲ Jamin Raskin, Professor, Washington College
of Law—What the Legal Options are

“I think of the District as my client. I can’t lose this case…I’m
always on trial like the lawyer I was trained to be. a lawyer has
to offer zealous advocacy. That may mean that you negotiate
your way through a problem, which is always the better way. But
it also means that your adversary has to know that you are
willing to fight. And fight hard. It makes me a better
negotiator. Growing up in a city that was proud to be the nation’s
capital, but had the audacity to segregate its schools and most
other entities, puts the spirit of fight in you at a young age.”

Excerpt From “First Person Singular,” interview by Cathy Areu Jones 
The Washington Post Magazine, 12/08/02 

It’s Tax Time in the City
The Annual Norton

Tax Preparation and
Information Fair
Saturday, February 15th

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Washington Convention Center
9th & H Streets, NW

Get Free Help with D.C. & Federal Taxes!
1ST COME, 1ST SERVED

Note Limitations on Forms
That Will be Prepared 

Only current 1040, 1040-A, 1040-EZ, Itemized Deduc-
tions, Earned Income Credit, Child Tax Credit, Child &
Dependent Care Credit, Elderly & Disabled Credit, the
D.C. Homebuyer Tax Credit, and D.C. forms D40 and
D40-EZ. Bring W-2's, Form 1099, documentation such
as dependents' social security cards to support deduc-
tions and credits.

What You Can Get
Save $$$ ◆ D.C.-only $5,000 Homebuyer credit 

◆ Earned income and other valuable credits 
◆ Business tax breaks ◆ E-filing

Please Note! If you have income from rental property,
partnerships, small business corporations, estates and trusts,
or stocks/bonds sales; or if you are self-employed, please seek
assistance from a paid tax preparer.

Metro: Gallery Place—Yellow, Red & Greens Lines,
Metro Center–Orange, Blue & Red Lines

Buses: A2, P6, 42, 80, S4, X2, N4              
Parking: Private garages, limited street parking

Here’s How to Get to Both Events



Sniper Terror Demands
Passage of Gun

Ballistics Safety Act

❖ 105th Congress (1997-98) – Norton gets Republicans to
include D.C. in special bill after D.C. was left out of
circulating quarter bill. Four territories ask for and get
same treatment. 

❖ Norton and House allies write circulating quarter bill like
50-state bill to avoid House and Senate rule requiring 2/3
cosponsors for commemorative coins. 

❖ 106th (1999-2000) and 107th (2001-02) -- The House
passes bill twice and sends it to the Senate. House
Majority leadership adds Northern Mariana Islands. 

❖ Senate Banking Committee Chair Phil Gramm blocks bill
in 106th Congress and puts “hold” on bill in 107th
Congress. 

❖ 107th Congress – His staff “explains” his opposition by
erroneously claiming that the bill needed 67 cosponsors
(see above – it did not) and should have included only
D.C. 

❖ Norton gets Majority Leader Daschle to clear bill for
passage with every Democratic Senator. Gramm “hold”
kills bill.

❖ 108th Congress – Allies in House Majority agree to new
strategy for passage. 

West Point Cadet Serving 
Without a Vote Writes His

Commander-in-ChiefPreempt Rush to War 
“I rise to express my strong opposition. I get dizzy trying to
figure which of President Bush's multiple and often
contradictory rationales for preemptive war to credit. He
belittles Members of Congress who wanted him to go to the
U.N.  Then he goes there, but only after American and
world opinion compelled him to go there. The resolution for
the first time allows an American President to go to war “as
he determines to be necessary and appropriate.” It is shocking
to give away the life and death power to declare war
bestowed on Congress by the framers. And who will fight
President Bush’s preemptive wars? Today, we have a
volunteer army whose race and class composition speak to
the absence of equal opportunity in civilian society. African
Americans are 25% of the U.S. Army today…Already the
American people have pulled the President back. They would
pull harder if the average son or daughter were subject to
service. Let the Congress do its own preemption and guide
our Nation back to its most precious principles.”

--Excerpt from Norton Floor Statement

on the Iraq Resolution, 10/08/02

Norton discusses Gun Ballistics
Safety Act with press on Georgia
Avenue where D.C. resident Pascal
Charlot was killed during the sniper
serial attacks. The bill, which she
cosponsored, would establish
national ballistics fingerprinting. 

As a native-born resident of the
District of Columbia . . . I have no
voting representative in Congress . . .
Two years ago, when I reached my
18th birthday, I registered as a
Republican and voted in the 2000
presidential election . . . I appeal to
you to uphold the longstanding
tradition of our party to advocate
voting representation in Congress for
the residents of the District of
Columbia. 

James N. Rimensnyder 
Cadet PFC USCC
U.S. Military Academy 

—Letter placed in Congressional Record
by Norton, October 8, 2002

Homeland Security Jobs Saved —
Will Boost D.C. as Permanent Location

Congresswoman Norton never
stopped working to keep the

Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) in D.C., even after Virginia
seemed the likely choice. Her
major arguments:
▲ Proximity to White House,

Congress and federal agencies
▲ Proposed $250 million, 10 year
lease for privately owned site
wasteful to taxpayers and
denied agency needed flexibility
▲ Federal air and ground security
in D.C. best in region

▲ Virginia sites too large,
particularly since most DHS
employees won’t move to
headquarters
▲ Major impact on D.C. economy
▲ D.C. location for cabinet
agencies required by law

Norton Gets D.C. Coin Bill
Through House Twice!

D.C. Needs Senators



Norton to Build on 107th Congress Victories
Second Session — 2002

▲ Breakthrough On Voting Rights with the 9-0 Governmental Affairs Committee vote on the Lieberman-Norton No Taxa-
tion Without Representation Act that sent the bill to the Senate floor ♦ Hearings on the D.C. voting rights bill in both the
House and the Senate ♦ Meeting of elected, business and labor leaders with Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle.

▲ First Citywide Senate Lobby Day with more
than 250 residents visiting every Senate office. 

▲ National D.C. Voting Rights Coalition Formed,
led by the 180 organizations of the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights.

▲ Norton Gets Certified Apprenticeship Program
for jobs and training in well-paid skilled crafts
for D.C. residents on federal construction
projects.

▲ Norton Amendment Included in Homeland
Security Bill requiring the new Secretary of
Homeland Security to work with the District
for planning and coordination to counter ter-
rorism in a new regional Homeland Security
Office.

▲ Appropriation Priorities Funded: $82 mil-
lion—$17 million for the D.C. College Access
Act that is already sending 3,000 D.C. students
to U.S. public and private colleges, $15 mil-
lion to reimburse the District for public safety
costs for national demonstrations, and $50 mil-
lion for Combined Sewer Overflow. 

▲ Crackdown on Immigrant Document Fraud
after Norton gets immigration officials to
launch "Operation Card Shark," against illegal
document harassment in Adams Morgan.

▲ House Approval of the D.C. Quarter for the
second time (See coin story, p. 2). 

▲ Work Beginning on Southeast Federal Center
as a result of a Norton bill that now allows the
private sector to develop 44 acres of prime,
federal waterfront property. 

▲ Brentwood Post Office official Congressional
Hearing in the community and naming bill.

Give the People 
Their Right to Vote!! 
No Taxation Without Representation 
Two hundred years of exploitation 
In the capital of this nation!… 
Give the people their right to vote! 
Someone asked me, was it true? 
The voting rights of the District were long overdue? 
They couldn’t believe it when I said, “yes!” 
And then I said, “you ain’t heard nothing yet” 
We are based in Washington, D.C. 
A truly diverse community 
Almost six hundred thousand strong 
Have been exploited much too long… 
Democracy is what we want! 
Voting rights is what we need! 
Tell your Congress person, it’s time to take heed! 
Give the people their right to vote! 
*excerpt of lyrics by Nitanju Bolade Casel(c)2001

Top 108th Congress Goals
▲ Pass Fair Federal Compensation Act for a Treasury

Department transfer to contribute to cost of services
federal employees use and for other federal burdens.

▲ Pass D.C. Budget and Legislative Autonomy bill to
allow the District’s local, taxpayer-raised budget and
laws to go into effect without first coming to Congress.
The budget autonomy bill was passed by the House
D.C. Subcommittee in 2002 and introduced in the
Senate. 

▲ Extend D.C.-Only $5,000 Homebuyer Tax Credit and
Business Tax Breaks responsible for the turnaround in
D.C. population loss and for expanded business construc-
tion and activity throughout the city.

▲ Make Entire City an Enterprise Zone by extending
business tax credits to entire city.

▲ Educate the country on D.C. voting rights. 

▲ Keep Homeland Security Jobs in D.C.

▲ Include Norton’s Racial Profiling Prohibition Act in the
new national Transportation Bill. 

▲ Complete Black Men and Boys Commission Initiative
with an Action Plan for addressing unique problems fac-
ing black males and the black family. The Congress-
woman founded the 12-member commission chaired by
entrepreneur and former Washington Redskin George
Starke.

▲Pass Norton’s Commission on Security in an Open Soci-
ety Act to bring together the best minds for guidance on
protecting the U.S. from dangerous global terrorism with-
out sacrificing democratic open society values.

Sweet Honey in the Rock Compose D.C. Voting Rights Song
Perform at Warner Theatre

The Congresswoman commends Sweet
Honey after she spoke on stage about
voting rights at the concert.
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★ Tax Preparation & Information Fair 
★ Urgent Town Meeting to Help Decide Next

Steps on Voting Rights!

Annual
Norton Official

Events

Win Prizes in the Congressional Art Competition! 

The
Clock is
Ticking….

Norton is working to
stop the clock with her
bill to extend the
$5,000 Homebuyer Tax
Credit

. . . But . . . 
As of now, it expires Decem-
ber 31, 2003. Don’t miss buy-
ing now at today’s low inter-
est rates while you can still
use this federal income tax
credit to reduce your taxes.
You can use the credit for
down payment and closing
costs. Call 225-8050 for
information. 

We want to keep 
you here! 

Norton and Alia Akhtar
of Georgetown Day, the
2002 D.C. winner.

Norton & Davis Agree to Eliminate D.C. Subcommittee 

Congresswoman Norton called
Congressman Tom Davis

before he became Government
Reform Committee Chair to dis-
cuss elimination of the House
D.C. Subcommittee. Except for
rare federal matters, it is an
obsolete duplication of the D.C.
City Council. This elimination
leaves only two subcommittees,
the House and Senate D.C.
appropriations subcommittees.
The Senate has no D.C. authoriz-
ing subcommittee, but folds D.C.

matters into a larger subcommit-
tee, greatly reducing Senate
oversight—and now the same
will occur in the House.

Davis, a former chair of the
D.C. subcommittee, and Norton
have long worked together to
preserve home rule and promote
federal D.C. legislation, such as
the D.C. College Access Act and
the Revitalization Act. They held
hearings only when they both
agreed and usually they were
the only members to attend.

When in disagreement, they
have always worked it out and
gotten others to agree. As a sen-
ior Government Reform Commit-
tee member, she believes that
subcommittee elimination pre-
serves the District’s interests far
more than other options.

“With no House oversight
subcommittee, D.C. is one step
closer to unobstructed home
rule,” she said. “Now let’s go
after the appropriations
subcommittees!”

Party Change Won’t Stop D.C. or Norton
“Only the first four of my 12 years in Congress were under
Democratic control, yet progress did not cease. Despite our
differences, Congress and its constituents benefit from a thriving
nation’s capital. The same principle applies to presidents. No president
should end his term in Washington without leaving a personal legacy
for the District. The president drives the congressional agenda.
President Bush could exercise leadership on the $400 million
annually the District needs to remedy the structural deficit imposed
on it by the federal government. With Republicans in control of all
three branches, a joint presidential-congressional strategy is
indispensable for the nation’s capital. The District must not be
reluctant to pursue what it needs.”

Excerpt—Norton Op-Ed, Washington Post, December 8, 2002

◆ College scholarships

◆ Display your artwork in the U.S.
Capitol

◆ Savings Bonds

◆ Gift certificates

◆ Many other prizes

Deadline May 5, 2003.
Call 783-5065 or contact

your art teacher. 


